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Kauri Rescue or Community Control of Kauri Dieback: Tiaki Kauri
..is a two year project funded by the National Science Biological Heritage Challenge,
which engages the public in refining a new citizen science tool for the treatment of
Kauri Dieback disease that is decimating kauri forests in northern New Zealand.

The Project
This exciting new project Kauri Rescue recruits private landowners
to work alongside scientists to treat their own trees that are
affected by Kauri Dieback Disease, using a chemical called
Phosphite. This chemical has to date shown great promise in Kauri
Dieback Programme funded scientific trials, by enabling kauri to
fight back against the Phytophthora agathidicida pathogen that
causes the disease.
Landowners are also able to test other treatments, encouraging
both western science and mātauranga Māori methods. The project
team will rigorously monitor results and collect data on all
treatments so that their efficacy can be determined.
Team Leader Dr Ian Horner of Plant & Food Research is delighted at
the opportunity to take his Phosphite research to the next level and
engage the public in actively developing treatment tools
themselves. "We hope that people will find this opportunity
empowering and a positive step forward in the fight against Kauri
Dieback Disease. Working together to develop and test these tools
and feeding results into a wider research pool will accelerate
development of robust methods. Therefore, in the near future we
could have effective treatments that the public can apply
themselves and support others in their communities to treat their
own trees".
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Pilot Study Gets Underway in Titirangi
On Saturday March 4, Dr Ian Horner (project team leader),
Lee Hill (project manger), Dr Marie McEntee (project Social
Scientist) and eight community members from Titirangi
gathered at a resident's property to begin the Kauri Rescue
pilot trial. At this practical workshop Ian introduced the
pilot group to the process of treating their trees with
Phosphite, a low toxicity, biodegradable chemical that is
widely used in agricultural settings, particulalrly in treating
phytophthora in avocados. To date, its use in Kauri has
shown great promise in scientific trials.
The group are now treating their own trees and recording
their observations as a first important step in participating in
this trial. They are also playing a critical role in assisting the
Kauri Rescue team to fine tune the project participants' field
manual before it is more widely released in the second
phase of the project that will begin in April.
The pilot group, who have trees on their properties with
confirmed kauri dieback disease were relieved to be finally
engaged in attempting to halt the devastating effect of
dieback.
The Kauri Rescue project will shortly expand beyond
Titirangi to Northland and the Coromandel.

Become a Phase 2 participant

Join Kauri Rescue

If you know or suspect that you have Kauri Dieback on your residential or rural property in Auckland, Northland or
Coromandel, you can join 'Phase 2' of this project which will begin in mid April. If necessary team member Lee Hill can
provide a free assessment of your kauri tree(s) and soil to confirm Kauri Dieback. This is done through Auckland Council where Lee works. It is important this is undertaken as only sites with confirmed Kauri Dieback can be included in the trial.

Sign up to receive our newsletter

If want to be kept informed of the project you can receive our newsletter. Email us at admin@kaurirescue.org.nz.

Join us on social media

Visit Kauri Rescue on facebook, twitter and instagram and LIKE US!

Show your support / Become a Kauri Rescue advocate

Show your support for this project and our efforts to make significant advances in the management of kauri dieback,
by purchasing a Kauri Rescue t-shirt / hat or bag from our online merchandise store
(http://kaurirescue.printpoppa.co.nz). You can also be a Kauri Rescue advocate and promote the project in your
area. To find about more, email us at admin@kaurirescue.org.nz.
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Find out more about these options by visiting the Kauri Rescue website (http://www.kaurirescue.org.nz)
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Introducing the Kauri Rescue Project Team
The project team comprises of scientists, social
scientists, iwi and community representatives. This
issue we introduce seven members of the Kauri
Rescue project team.
Dr Ian Horner – Project Team Leader
Ian grew up in Massey in West Auckland. He works for
Plant & Food Research. His research mainly focuses on
soilborne diseases and for the past 34 years has always had
at least one project on Phytophthora. Since the early 2000’s
Ian returned to his roots in native forest pathology, with a
focus since 2006 on kauri dieback. He has helped to
develop techniques for detecting
Phytophthora
agathidicida in soil, subsequent determination of the
distribution of the pathogen, and the potential of
phosphite treatment for healing diseased kauri or
protecting trees from infection.

Dr Mels Barton (Community Contact – Waitakeres)
An
environmental
scientist
turned
coordinator,
campaigner, organiser, networker and environmental
advocate, Mels works with many community organisations
and not-for-profits. Mels has a PhD in estuarine sediment
transport processes. She worked for Environment Agency
Wales for 9 years. Mels has lived in Titirangi, West
Auckland for 17 years since emigrating from Wales in 1999.

Dr Marie McEntee (Social Scientist)
Marie is a socio-environmental scientist with Aranovus
Research who researchers science / society interactions
focusing on how science / community partnerships can
generate effective environmental outcomes while meeting
the multiple objectives of all partners. Marie is a lecturer in
science communication and community engagement.

Waitangi Wood (Mana Whenua Contact)
Nga Iwi O Whaingaroa oku, Ngatirua toku hapu, Taupo te
Marae, Te Pahi Te Tangata.
Inspired by Maori difference and tenacity, Waitangi Wood
has worked across a number of sectors, which include
Maori Public Health, Iwi Environmental Management,
and Iwi and Hapu Strategic Development.
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Clockwise from top right:
Ian Horner, Bec Stanley,
Marie McEntee, Waitangi
Wood, Nick Waipara, Lee
Hill, Mels Barton .

Lee Hill (Project Manager)

Since his arrival from England Lee volunteered on a
number of conservation projects before beginning work
on the first large-scale survey of kauri dieback within
the Waitakere Ranges Regional Park. Lee has worked on
kauri dieback for the past 6 years over which time he
has been part of a team tasked with developing and
implementing a national management strategy. A large
portion of his work has also been in researching kauri
dieback disease and its impacts, and investigating
potential treatments. Lee is currently the Senior Advisor
for Kauri Dieback at Auckland Council.

Bec Stanly (Botanist & Community Liaison)
Bec is curator of the Auckland Botanic Gardens. She’s
worked as a botanist in Auckland for the past 20 years
and has been involved in the response to kauri dieback
for a decade. With expertise in threatened plant
management she’s aware of the potential impacts of
the loss of kauri on the whole kauri ecosystem including
orchids, shrubs and other trees that depend on it.

Dr Nick Waipara (Plant Pathologist)
Nick has a background in bioprotection based research
specialising in plant pathology, mycology, biocontrol
and environmental microbiology. He coordinates and
implements biosecurity research and innovation that
underpins operational pest management programmes
at Auckland Council. This includes engagement with
mana
whenua,
community
and
industry.
Next issue: We profile Jason Roxburgh and Pete Graham
our Coromandel and Northland community contacts,
and Linley Jesson from Plant and Food Research who is
managing all the collected data.
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Continued from page 1
Kauri Rescue was officially launched on February 9, 2017 to a large and
enthusiastic audience in Titirangi. The team was warmly welcomed with
a mahi by Matua George from Te Kawerau a Maki, tangata whenua of
Waitakere (see photo below on left).
Dr Ian Horner presented the results from scientific trials which have
investigated phosphite to manag
e kauri dieback. Ian’s work in
Phytophthora affected Kauri has shown that phosphite stimulates the
tree’s own natural defenses. Extensive lab and field trials have shown
healing of lesions (basal bleeds) using both low and high doses of
phosphite, with lesions remaining healed after four years. The Kauri
Rescue trials will see scientists work in collaboration with residents with
confirmed kauri dieback on their property to collect vital information on
tree response to phosphite that will feed into the wider kauri dieback
programme to assist with the refinement of treatement tools.
While the project will initially focus on phosphite treatment, it will also
facilitate investigation of other tools, including potential solutions from
traditional Maori knowledge. Waitangi Wood outlined the Vision
mātauranga component of the project, which will begin with a Cultural
Impact Assessment in consultation with Maori landowners that will
identify possible solutions to prevent kauri dieback spread, eradicate it
and reinstate the resilience of kauri forests. Once these solutions have
been agreed, applications can be developed for both Maori and nonMaori land-owners.
A major part of the work involves fostering local community action and
learning groups around kauri dieback management. Community
engagement, knowledge and attitudes to kauri dieback, and responses to
the programme will be monitored throughout. To begin this process, a
community survey is being undertaken to provide community a ‘voice’ to
share experiences and opinions about kauri, dieback disease and dieback
management.
Dr Marie McEntee said the project sought a
“partnership”, between community and science. The importance of this
partnership is etched in the byline of Kauri Rescue’s logo, ‘Kaitautoko –
community & science working together’. With over 300 people having
already participated in the survey, Marie said, “the community was
already embracing the opportunity to meaningfully contribute to the
project’s efforts to rescue kauri from the devastating dieback disease.”

Have Your Say
We invite people over the age of 18
from throughout New Zealand to
complete
the
Kauri
Rescue
survey. Questions cover:
•
•
•

•
•

your connection with New
Zealand kauri;
the activities you enjoy in
kauri forests;
your
awareness
and
perceptions of kauri dieback
disease;
your own experiences with
kauri dieback control efforts;
your opinion about kauri
dieback management.

It will take about 10-15 minutes of
your time and while many of the
questions are very quick to answer,
there are a few open questions
where you can tell us your opinion
about different aspects of kauri
dieback.
We value and welcome your
input. All information you provide
will be collated and to ensure
privacy, the information will be
aggregated so that NO information
can be attributed to any individuals.
To find more about the survey and
to participate in it, visit the Kauri
Rescue Website - click on Survey.
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